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instead of being placed before them ready made on the pages of a text-book. 
Such teaching requires, of course, an instructor high above the level of a mere 
interpreter of the text-book, and nothing, perhaps, illustrates better the great 
difference between the role of the teacher in German and American schools than 
the author's remark that the question whether a text-book ought to be used at all 
in the elementary school is still an open question. To anybody desiring to inform 
himself on present tendencies in the teaching of geography in German schools 
the book will be an excellent guide. It gives, besides the practical suggestions 
for class room work, a complete list of the courses in geography from the un- 
graded country school to the "Gymnasium," an extensive list of works of refer- 
ence, and lists, makers, and prices, of geographical "Anschauungsmaterial," in- 
cluding maps and atlases, of Germany and Austria. M. K. G. 

Afghanistan. By Angus Hamilton. N. Y., Chas. Scribr.er's Sons, and 
Wm. Heinemann, 1906. Pp. xxi, 562. 

Any one attempting to write a book upon Afghanistan is at a great disad- 
vantage. He cannot visit the land with which he deals. He must rely first, 
upon the works of early travellers who visited the country before it was closed 
to foreigners; second, upon the accounts of British political and military officers 
connected with official missions to the Amir or with commissions for settling the 
boundaries of Afghanistan; and third, upon the writings of the few Europeans, 
chiefly physicians, who have resided at Kabul at the Amir's court. Hamilton 
has drawn upon all these sources ; and the varying style of his book shows clearly 
that it is a compilation. He appears to have adopted Lord Curzon's unsurpassed 
work upon Persia as a model; and, as the preface states, has attempted to pro- 
duce a "book dealing with our buffer state in a general manner." 

The first third of the book deals with the railroads of Russian Turkestan, and 
has only the remotest connection with Afghanistan. Beginning with Orenburg, 
about a thousand miles from the Amir's dominions, the various stations of the 
Russian railroads are described in guide-book fashion. One feels as though he 
were reading a revised edition of the Russian official guide to Turkestan. The 
second third of the book has the merit of dealing with Afghanistan, but the style 
is like that of the first. It is not even written in good English. For instance, on 
page 282 we read of "poems handed down from posterity" ; on page 284, of coins 
of a "lower standard to the previous issue ;" and on page 291 it is said that "The 
position of the state was in anything but a condition of comfortable prosperity." 
In contrast to these passages, a few sentences from the description of Girishk on 
page 186 may be quoted. They furnish a fair sample of the best parts of this 
portion of the book, and illustrate Hamilton's point of view, which is almost ex- 
clusively military and political, although trade and statistics come in for a fair 
share of attention: 

The setting of the fort is quite picturesque. In the low-river lands on the south side there are 
charming gardens, but their walls and trees are too likely to afford cover to troops to be other than 
a danger. In the fort itself are two gateways ; . . . standing in the main route from Herat to Kanda- 
har, controlling the fords across the Helmund, and commanding the road to Seistan, from which it is 
only 190 miles distant ; the richness of the surrounding region makes its early possession essential to 
any force acting from the Indo- Afghan border. 

The amount of space which Hamilton devotes to various subjects is somewhat 
surprising for a book which purports to deal with Afghanistan "in a general 
manner." Twenty pages are devoted to the ill-equipped, unreliable army, less 
than two (260-261) to the physical features of the country. A description of the 
mountains, plains, rivers, and climate is compressed into about two-thirds as 
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many words as are employed in the list of forts appended to the chapter on the 
army. Not a hint is given of the important fact that the wild tribes among the 
mountains of the north and northeast are largely pastoral and semi-nomadic be- 
cause the climate of their high mountains is too cold for agriculture; while in the 
plains and low hills of the west and southwest other tribes follow the same mode 
of life because the climate is too dry for agriculture. Nor is it anywhere stated 
that the most prosperous villages antl largest towns, except Kabul, lie near the 
edge of the mountainous regions where the river-valleys broaden and where it is 
easy to practise irrigation, which is essential to all agriculture. 

The last third of Hamilton's book is interesting. It begins with a bright 
account of Kabul, based on the descriptions of Dr. Gray and Mrs. Daly; and ends 
with sixty pages on Anglo-Afghan relations during the past twenty-five years. 
In dealing with political subjects Hamilton is at home. Unfortunately, he is so 
intense a Russophobe that he does not do justice to Russia. He attributes all the 
activities of that country in Central Asia to mere meanness and selfishness. "The 
policy of this country [England]," he says, "should be mistrustful of Russia 
always, and our attitude should be actively suspicious. In Asia, — she is our in- 
veterate opponent and the one element of danger which never can be removed 
from our path." He scores Russia for planning railways in Afghanistan, and on 
the next page proposes that England do the same thing. He declaims against 
Russia's "diplomatic morality," and says that "her solemnly pledged word is 
instinctive with treachery;" but he seems to see nothing except good in the fact 
that England persuaded Abdur Rahman, the late Amir, to break his solemnly- 
pledged word to Russia. He overlooks the fact that Russia has conquered and 
pacified tribe after tribe in Central Asia, partly, at least, because they were not 
separated from her by any natural boundary. At the great mountains she will 
stop, as England has stopped at the Himalayas. Neither England nor Russia 
can be expected to be content with the present situation in Afghanistan while that 
country blocks the trade of British India with Persia,, and holds the headwaters 
of rivers which support some of the great oases of Russian Turkestan. E. H. 

Internationaler Meteorologischer Kodex. Im Auftrage des In- 
ternationalen Meteorologischen Kommittees Bearbeitet. Von 
G. Hellmann und H. H. Hildebrandsson. Deutsche Ausgabe besorgt 
von dem KQniglich Preussischen Meteorologischen Institut. Berlin, Behrend & 
Co., 1907. 8vo. Pp. 81. 
At the Southport meeting of the International Meteorological Committee in 
1903, Dr. Hellmann brought forward the plan of preparing a classified collection 
of the resolutions passed at the successive meetings of the International Meteoro- 
logical Congress and International Meteorological Committee. The Committee 
endorsed the proposal, and entrusted the task of preparation to Drs. Hellmann and 
Hildebrandsson. The present volume is the result of the labours of these two 
men. The resolutions are carefully classified by subjects, with references to the 
year in which they were adopted and to the reports in which the discussions on 
these resolutions may be found. All votes dealing with matters now disposed 
of — as, e. g., the international cloud year — are wisely omitted, as are those which 
are out of date because overridden by more recent ones. The Kodex makes it 
possible for any one very easily to ascertain just what official action has been 
taken by the international authority on every subject. An excellent index (sub- 
ject and author) to the reports of the various Congresses is appended to the 
Kodex, and adds greatly to the value of these reports. R. DeC. W. 



